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person and the care he devoted to his health became more and more
exacting. To such habits of life may be attributed the good health
and mental vigour which he enjoyed so long. Few constitutions,
however well preserved, can prove equal, however, to a heavy and
continued strain in a tropical climate, and Pherozeshah showed signs
of breakdown on his return from Calcutta.
One of the first things he did was to sever his connection with the
Imperial Legislative Council to which he had been re-elected only a
couple of months previous. On the 26th January, 1896, he wired his
resignation to the Viceroy. Finding himself unable to take any part
in the deliberations of the Council, he felt there was no other course
open to him but to make room for some one who could actively
represent the Presidency, particularly as the Cotton Duties Bill, in
which the commercial world of Bombay was keenly interested, and
other measures of importance were coming up for discussion.
The resignation caused widespread regret. It was generally felt
that the Imperial Council was much the poorer for the loss of a
member, whose activities had evoked universal admiration. The
Indian Press with one voice deplored the circumstance which had
compelled his resignation at a moment when his presence was sorely
needed. It was thought he would have given a bad half hour to
Sir James Westland and the official 'bloc' over the Cotton Duties
Bill, which so vitally affected the interests of India. Though the
Viceroy and the Finance Member regarded Pherozeshah's absence
somewhat coolly, and had not thought fit to consent to an extension
of rime for reporting on the Cotton Duties Bill, which had been
urged by Mr. Ananda Charlu and Babu Mohini Mohan Roy, in
order to enable the member for Bombay to place his views before
the Council, the Law Member, Sir Alexander Miller, with the in-
stincts of a chivalrous Englishman, made a graceful reference when
the resignation was announced some days later. In moving that
Mr. Charlu be added to the vacancy on the Select Committee on the
Legal Practitioners Bill, he observed:
The Select Committee originally included the name of the
Honourable Mr. Mehta, who has since, I regret to say, ceased to
be a member of this Council, and therefore I desire to fill up the